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THE CALVIN HORN SCHOLARSHIP CONTEST:
WINNING ESSAYS, 1979
The New Mexico Historical Review is pleased to publish two of the
four prize-winning essays from the 1979 Calvin Horn Historical Scholarship Contest. This is the second year the Review has printed essays from
the contest, the winners from 1978 having appeared in the January 1979
issue of the Review.
All of us-editors, authors, and readers-are indebted to Mr. Calvin
Horn for his encouragement in the writing and publication of New Mexican history. This year he has again provided the four winners with
handsome gifts: a one-year, full-tuition scholarship to a college or
university in New Mexico.
The two following essays are published much as they were written,
with a minimum of editing. We hope these articles will encourage other
students to examine the history of our state, a rich and varied heritage
that continues to shape our ideas and actions.
The other two prize-winning essays, not published here, were by
Elaine Murphy, Farmington High School, "A Brief History of Navajo
Dam," and Shirlene Stroup, Dora High School (now attending Eastern
New Mexico State, Portales), "Culture Told by Ancient Indian Homes."

ST. MICHAEL'S HIGH SCHOOL:
A BEACON OF LIGHT
ELLEN LUCILLE RISER

'WiTHIN ANY AREA OF HISTORICAL STUDY, one of the most vital
sections of research is the location of the history involved in the
investigation. This holds true in the annals of New Mexican education. The state of New Mexico is full of many wonderful tales concerning every broad topic. However, the development of many of
New Mexico's early educational leaders rested in the hands of one
institution. .
St. Michael's High School opened its doors of learning and
leadership to New Mexico long before statehood. This institution
of learning was not the primary educational entity to succeed in
its mission. It carne about through the efforts of early missionaries.
When the Franciscan fathers first accompanied the explorers to
0028-6206/80/0400-0139$1.80/0
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New Mexico, they were quite surprised at this new world. In the
primitive parish churches, for example, local Spaniards could be
seen sitting on "crude wooden benches, or even on an earthen
floor, while hearing the mass read in Latin by the scholarly
priests. Usually these priests were the only educated persons in the
commUnI'ty. . . . "1
The friars spend the majority of their time trying to educate and
Christianize the Indians. By 1655, twenty five mission schools,
conducted by sixty Franciscans, were in operation. However,
these primitive schools were not strong and were destroyed in the
revolt of 1680. The friars were forced to leave their schools and
flee the rebellion.
Some of the faithful fathers returned to New Mexico in 1695,
with the hope of reorganizing all previous efforts. One example of
their construction can be found four miles north of the village of
Jemez Springs. The Church would soon use buildings like the San
Diego mission for all the population.
The children of the Spanish explorers and soldiers did not
receive educational training until 1771, when a royal decree
ordered several schools to be established. By the 1830s these areas
included Santa Fe, Taos, Santa Cruz, Albuquerque, San Miguel,
and Belen. The Church was pleased to have this responsibility fall
within its domain.
In the summer of 1851, Bishop Jean Baptiste Lamy came to
evaluate the development of his new diocese. Although Santa Fe
had been the capital of the religious territory since 1610, the area
was still undeveloped. Lamy was completely unsatisfied with the
educational process that he observed. He stated that, "during the
Mexican rule, every vestige of school had vanished, churches and
school houses were in a crumbling state, and ignorance reigned in
the land."2 He also noticed how isolated New Mexico was. Schools
suffered especially because of this isolation. Because there were no
schools most Mexicans were illiterate. As a result, Bishop Lamy's
motto became "Faith and Work."3
Immediately, the bishop initiated his first educational institution for boys and girls in 1852. A gentleman by the name of E.
Noel conducted this school. However, Noel's attempts were not
sufficient. Lamy had to do more.
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The next step of bettering education was reached when the
Sisters of Loretto founded the Academy of Our Lady of Light in
1853.
Bishop Lamy and Father Machebeuf, in bringing the Sisters of
Loretto to New Mexico, built better than they knew at that time,
for humble, painful, and unpromising as that beginn"ing was, it was
fruitful in consequences for good. 4

The sisters developed the best education in New Mexico.
The bishop, happy with the success of the Academy, wanted to
start something similar for boys. He sent the Vicar General, Rev.
Peter Eguillon, to France in order to discuss the situation with the
superior general of the Brothers of Christian Schools. Because the
two men agreed in their goals, plans were begun to send five
brothers to Santa Fe. The small group reached the capital city on
October 27, 1859, at 2:00 in the afternoon. 5
On October 28, the men took possession of an adobe structure
near the old San Miguel Mission. Brother Hilarien stated, "It was
an adobe hut with four walls."6 For four days their only belongings were five mattresses thrown on the floor. By the next day the
brothers had "five chairs, five blankets, two tables, and [a] few
benches and some old carpets."7 This historic site was bought and
named by the Bishop "EI Colegio de San Miguel."8
As soon as materials were partially ready, Lamy encouraged the
brothers to start receiving boarders. Brother Hilarien, however,
was skeptical of their preparedness and objected. The bishop persuaded him to reconsider, and the brothers were soon agreeable to
the plan.
A new contract was signed on November S, 1859, and four days
later the first six boarding students entered. These were Juan
Perea, Florencio Dolores Baca, Benito Baca, Eleuterio Baca,
Amado Montoya de Baca, and Luis Montoya de Baca. Six days
later classes started for the resident students, and on November 22
Classes began for regular pupils. The enrollment for the first year
was very encouraging. In attendance were thirty boarding students and approximately fifty day scholars. These members varied
within the first ten years from 150 to 250 day students and from
thirty to fifty boarding students. 9
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Brother Hilarien, the first director of the new St. Michael's, was
an outstanding teacher and an efficient director at previous
schools. As a hobby, he acquired a fluent use of Spanish. His stay
in Santa Fe was short, but he immensely enjoyed the challenge.
After two years, the pioneer bade farewell to the land he had
learned to love and returned to France on an order of the superior
general.
Brother Gondulph was successor to Brother Hilarien. He revised
and added to the number of subjects taught at St. Michael's. The
main classes were reading, writing, grammar, geography, history,
arithmetic, bookkeeping, algebra, geometry, surveying, Greek,
Latin, French, and music. English was strongly stressed, and the
students were required to speak it all day, including the recess
time. Spanish was not taught. Also, Brother Gondulph continued
to make repairs and obtained six more brothers to assist the St.
Michael's faculty.
This administrator led the school until 1867, when Brother
Geramius was named to head St. Michael's. Prior to coming to
Santa Fe, Brother Geramius had been sent to Mora to strengthen a
small school there. Within a year the brother completed his work
in Mora and was assigned to the City of Holy Faith. 1o During his
seven years at St. Michael's, the devotion and successful teaching
of Geramius won him many long-lasting friends.
The successor to Brother Geramius was a young man of twentyfive, Brother Galmier, who was very energetic and left an optimistic inheritance throughout the educational community of
Santa Fe. Shortly thereafter, Brother Botulph was appointed to
Brother Galmier's administrative position when the latter was sent
to open the new St. Nicholas School on December 6, 1872.
In the same year, Juan Perea of Bernalillo initiated a movement
to obtain the brothers' service for the beginning of a school in his
home town. It is especially interesting to note that this man was
one of the first boarders registered thirteen years earlier at the
original boys school. After discussing this matter, Brother Botulph
and Perea opened a school in Bernalillo. St. Michael's in Santa Fe
began to spread its wings to help develop education in the territory
of New Mexico. In Bernalillo, as well as in Mora, people began to
notice the remarkable improvement in the youth of the cities and
in the results of their studies.
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From 1859 to 1872, names of about fifteen members of the religious order were spread in the territory surrounding Santa Fe.
These men had sacrificed themselves completely in order to
accomplish what they had done for the education of Mexican children. As the program grew, new teachers were needed. 1I In 1867,
Bishop Lamy brought more teachers to the area. Among these
were the first Jesuits to teach in the state.
The director of St. Michael's at the time was Brother Domitian.
He was not quite as optimistic as his predecessors, although he
noticed the increase in enrollment of both boarding and day students. But Brother Domitian was having a difficult time finding
teachers who were qualified and were able to master the Spanish
language. The buildings were also becoming inadequate. Brother
Domitian decided to close all the schools in New Mexico. As soon
as the bishop and priests heard of this strange decision, they put all
their best efforts forward in seeing that the brothers would remain
in New Mexico. It was necessary to go out of state for help.
During these times, all administrative powers of the superior
general in the United States had been granted to Brother Patrick of
the New York district. Brother Patrick was completely aware of
the situation in New Mexico and energetically opposed the closing
of the New Mexican schools. To cure the problem, he again chose
Brother Botulph, then inspector of the school in New York, to correct the problem. With loyalty, faith, and a command of "Go to
Santa Fe and make it gO,"12 Brother Botulph set his mind to keeping education alive in Santa Fe. If he could keep schools open in
the capital in these troubled times, the entire state of New Mexico
would have the opportunity for education.
Brother Botulph returned to Santa Fe on November 2, 1870.
Here he would spend thirty-six busy years dedicated to schools. To
overcome a teaching shortage, Brother Botulph taught the first
new class for one year. During these months, he also contacted
more brothers from St. Louis and California. When these men
finally arrived at Santa Fe, he was able to spend more time on the
development of the school building.
The small, one-story adobe building of 1859 continued to be
poorly equipped, but it was usable. Botulph pushed all efforts, and
in September, the classrooms, the dormitory, the restrooms, and
wardrobes were remodeled and repaired. The cost was estimated
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to be about $1 ,438.40.1~ Brother Botulph started back over the
same trail he had crossed in the years past.
Not only was the Santa Fe school refinished, the school house in
Mora was rebuilt. In the middle of all the repairs, Botulph again
called on California missionaries for help. They agreed to help,
and a ftiw California men went to Mora and opened a boarding
section.
While on a trip to California, Brother Botulph thought extensively about schools in New Mexico; He came to the conclusion
that the facility in Santa Fe must have a completely new building.
Previously, in discussing the matter with Bishop Lamy, the two
had reached an agreement which allowed the brothers to begin
any improvements or construction which they felt necessary. With
these conditions, Brother Botulph proceeded with his ideas. Immediately, work was started on a one-story dormitory building and a
community room.
Near the time of the construction, a striking article appeared in
the Santa Fe New Mexican. This editorial appeared in the August
27, 1874 edition.
Shall Santa Fe have a public school house!
It is a disgrace, a burning shame, an outrage upon the progress of
the age, that here in Santa Fe, the oldest town in the freest, most
progressive and enlightened republic that ever existed since the
creation of the world, there is not a single public school house, nor
the semblance of one. . . . Let a school house, a good modern
school house, not an adobe flat, be built in some eligible portion of
the city. . . . 14

Santa Fe soon became involved with the two new schools after
the article appeared in The New Mexican. These schools also were
administered by the Christian Brothers. However, the enrollments
in these two institutions were low, while the rate rose at St.
Michael's. The reason for this rise was elementary. Not only was
the new part of St. Michael's more efficient as a building, its
academic standards had improved.
Strong publicity was given to St. Michael's in 1874, and the
school became very famous. However, the building again became
too small to accommodate students. On June 16, 1875, the school
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was highly spoken of during the conferring of the Palium on Archbishop Lamy. He stressed how St. Michael's had not only
strengthened Santa Fe but the surrounding territory as well. 15
When Lamy and Botulph discussed the prospects of more
buildings, they realized that they lacked money and land. The two
leaders again relied on a need of advancement through faith, and
they declared that they would expand the school somehow. After
gaining approval arid permission from 'all the necessary persons,
Archbishop Lamy and Brother Botulph begged throughout the
territory for the essential funds.
While Brother Botulph ranged the territory, Brothers Baldwin
and Morinus contacted sponsors in Santa Fe. Here, the people
were more than willing to help their city gain a better school.
Local people helped to raise $5,000. They gave and did what they
could. One hundred and eighty persons contributed to the funds;
735 sheep (worth about $1 each) were presented by twenty one
donors; two young oxen were offered; a heifer and two choice
goats were given, and two contributors offered lumber. Other
towns outside of the Territory also gave gifts. 16
After many long hours of work, the people of Santa Fe were able
to construct a beautiful building which became known as the
tallest adobe building established in the Southwest. 17 The immediate result of the new school was an enormous increase in the
number of students.
On July 31, 1881, papers were signed in which Archbishop
Lamy sold the properties of Santa Fe and Bernalillo to the Christian Brothers. Six years later, in 1887, the need again arose for
more buildings. These efforts moved more smoothly, and a new
school was dedicated to St. Michael the Archangel on June 29,
1887. This became the best equipped school in the Southwest.
Brother Botulph had successfully created two up-to-date institutions within a period of ten years. Soon thereafter, by an act of the
legislature of 1891, Brother Botulph was appointed as a member
of the Territorial Board of Education. He was also elected the first
county superintendent of schools. 18
During this time, St. Michael's, as well as other groups in New
Mexico, was involved with the concerns of statehood. The territory was confused about many issues. However, the main hindrances to statehood seem to have been the use of the Spanish

@~PllOSPECTUS~,
-,--OF--
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Advertisement for St. Michael's from The Resources of New Mexico . .. October 3d to 8th, 1881, reprinted by William Gannon, Santa Fe, 1973.
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language in New Mexico schools and the national squabble over
public and private schools.
Some remarks concerning the widespread use of Spanish in
schools, courts, and businesses in the Territory had merit, but
many reflected a most unfair bias against a people labelled by one
congressman 'a race speaking an alien language' . . . . The actions
of the territory's Catholic hierarchy, especially its determined
opposition to the constitution of 1889, because of a secular school
provision, only aggravated the prejudice and dislike of a predominately Protestant nation. '9

However, political pressures would soon bring about a tuition-free
public school system. The members of the Territorial Board of
Education were soon to organize for the purpose of planning for a
public educational system. Brother Botulph was to be one of the
main resource persons for the groundwork planning.
Amado Chavez, who became the first state superintendent of
public instruction in New Mexico, was an alumnus of St.
Michael's and conferred with Brother Botulph often with regard
to school administration. Under the supervision of Brother
Botulph and Chavez, educational opportunities in New Mexico
were greatly improved. "By 1910, the public schools in New Mex.
ico enrolled almost sixty thousand pupils. "20
St. Michael's School had now become the example for other
schools and continued to be so for several years. Public officials
regarded it highly. A St. Michael's graduate, Benjamin M. Read,
became a New Mexican historian. He once stated, "St. Michael's
College, located at Santa Fe, has for a long period taken high rank
as an educational institution of great merit, and it has played an
important part in the history of the Territory. "21
The Santa Fe New Mexican quoted the later Governor L. Bradford Prince on June 19, 1914. He said that at one time he began to
make a listing of all the prominent figures in the state who had
attended St. Michael's. "But," he said, "r soon found that such a
list would be like a directory of territorial and state officials. . . ."22
Not only has St. Michael's given leaders in politics to the people
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of New Mexico, it has also produced state dignitaries in many different facets of the society. Any area in New Mexico is certain to
have a priest, teacher, governor, doctor, judge, military leader,
executive, or an athlete who has at one time attended St. Michael's
'
School. 23
St. Michael's has received numerous awards and honors. During
the twenty-fourth session of the legislature, Senator Fabian
Chavez, Jr., introduced Senate Joint Memorial No. 10. A section
of the Memorial states:
WHEREAS, St. Michael's College and High School of Santa Fe is
now completing their one hundredth year of service in the cause of
education in the State of New Mexico, and
WHEREAS, the work of St. Michael's College and High School is
outstanding, because a large number of its students have become
prominent in business and professional pursuits and statesmanship,
including 22 members of the New Mexico Constitutional Convention of 1912, and
WHEREAS: St. Michael's College and High School deserve the
continued high praise and recognition from the people of the State
of New Mexico.
Now, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Twenty-fourth
Legislature of the State of New Mexico commend and express its
appreciation to St. Michael's College and High School for its
outstanding work, and for its contributions to educational development in New Mexico. . . .24

This document was signed by John Burroughs, governor of New
Mexico.
The brothers at St. Michael's also aided the state of New Mexico
by starting new schools. In 1865, Brother Osmund of Santa Fe
opened a school in Taos, New Mexico. La Salle Institute, Las
Vegas, New Mexico, was initiated by the brothers in 1888.
Numerous officials share the belief of Robert Arthur Moyers, who
says: "Had it not been for these denominational efforts many more
people would have grown up entirely without any education."25
St. Michael's High School has ha;d a large influence on the
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history of New Mexico. The school has overcome financial problems, land problems, and stances against the Spanish language
which resulted from prejudices from the East. The brothers survived the political struggles with those opposed to non-secular
schools. St. Michael's delivered to New Mexico the outstanding
system of education which is presently used throughout the state.
The State Superintendent of Public Instruction of the State of New
Mexico, Leonard J. DeLayo, has stated that this state is truly full
of dedicated teachers who are concerned for the welfare of
youth. 26
Because of this once "adobe hut"27 started by the Christian
Brothers, New Mexico is fortunate to have an abundance of preschools, elementary schools, junior and senior high schools for
which public money is used by the legislature for support. The
University of New Mexico was founded in 1889, and New Mexico
State University in 1888, to provide higher education for students
in New Mexico. Other state-supported schools include Eastern
New Mexico University, New Mexico Highlands University, New
Mexico Institute of Mining and Technology, Western New Mexico
University and Northern New Mexico Community College.
For many United States citizens, New Mexico was considered
far behind the modern world; others did not realize the state
existed. 28 St. Michael's was able to propagate education first in the
territory and then to lands further away. When people heard talk
of the young land of New Mexico, the subject of education was
certainly to be included.
On November 18, 1910, the Santa Fe New Mexican again congratulated the efforts of St. Michael's. This piece of information,
though now old, continues to stand true in this age of a more
developed state.
For more than half a century, Saint Michael's College has stood as
a beacon of light on these western plateau[s] into every community
in a radius of five hundred miles. . . . The reunion, last evening
[November 17], is an incident that ought to demonstrate to Santa
Fe not only the value of this institution but its possibilities. It ought
to be more to the Capital than any State University. . . .29

St. Michael's High School was, is; and will always be that im-
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portant part of New Mexico's history: ", ,
LIGHT ON THESE WESTERN PLATEAUjSj

A BEACON OF
"30
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THE ROLE OF C. N. COTTON
IN THE DEVELOPMENT
OF NORTHWESTERN NEW MEXICO
JOHN KEVIN FELLIN

Regardless of structural materials and architecture (or the lack of
it), all trading posts on the interior were much alike. The heavy
front door opened upon a smallish area commonly known as the
bull-pen. This for the Indians was a milling-about place, a place to
stand, lean, squat, or sit while in the process of trade, sociability, or
reflection. . . . Enclosing the bull-pen on three sides were wooden
counters eight inches to one foot higher and wider than store
counters found elsewhere in any part of the world. I
Shelves behind the high counters . . . were loaded to ceiling
level. . . . Still there was not enough room to display everything,
and so the roof beams dripped merchandise as a 'cave roof collects
. stalactites. 2
THE TRADERS HAVE sometimes been stereotyped by novelists and

tellers of folk lore as greedy rascals bootlegging guns and liquor.
In reality, they were low profile men, not extremely heroic, many
even obscure, who possessed the frontier American qualities of integrity, courage, and humor. Because of this they came to occupy
a position of great importance in Indian life. They not only were
suppliers of material goods but were a means of cOPlmunication
between the Indians and Anglo culture. As one author has said:
"the influence of the trader has been to bring about reorientations
in native culture accompanied by new cultural vigor-and social
expansion. "3
One of these pioneers of American culture was an Ohio man
who, in his trade with the Indians, developed a respect for that
native culture and gained a New Mexican identity in the process.
He was Clinton Neal Cotton.
One of the early traders in the Southwest, C. N. Cotton was born
April 12, 1859 near Howard, Ohio. Because of his father's death
when he was eleven, Cotton had to leave school to help support his
family. Eleven years later, in 1881, Cotton went west, to Albuquerque, New Mexico, where he found work on the Atlantic &
Pacific Railroad as a telegrapher. This railroad was pushing west

Cotton Trading post at Gallup, ca. 1915. Known figures include: I-Charles Cotton; 2-Leo Lanigan; 3Dick Lanigan; 4-;-Martin Glied. Note figure of Manuelito in picture. Courtesy of State Records Center and
Archives, Santa Fe.
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to California. Cotton was one of the few telegraph operators in the
area. He first worked near what was to become Coolidge, New
Mexico, then at Wingate, New Mexico. 4 In 1882 Cotton returned
to Ohio to marry Mary Alice Crain. He brought his wife to
Wingate where their first child, Charles M., was born. s
Trading became an important factor 'in the Southwest. Cotton
saw a future in becoming involved in trC!.-ding, so on September 23,
1884, he joined Don Juan Lorenzo Hubbell in ~is Indian trading
business. Their first joint trading post was located in Ganado in
the northeastern section of the Arizona Territory. With the partnership, Cotton and his family moved to Ganado. 6
As Charles A. Amsden pointed out in his book Navajo Weaving:
Its Technic and History, Cotton was an "established trader" with
the Navajo in 1884, the same year he joined with Hubbell,7 One
incident occurring during their partnership concerns dyes used in
Navajo blankets and rugs. The two traders encouraged th~ use of
traditional red, black, and blue aniline dyes since these colors
were difficult to produce from vegetable or mineral dyes. 8 Hubbell
was skeptical about other dyes, most of them manufactured by the
Wells and Richardson Company of Vermont. Indian trader B. F.
Hyatt was promoting the dyes among the Navajos.9 Cotton and
Hubbell were active in buying Navajo blankets and rugs and demanded high quality which was absent in some of the work dyed
brightly to catch the tourist's eye.
Lester L. Williams, Cotton's great nephew, wrote that on June
22, 1885, Cotton bought the other half of the Ganado trading
post. He also reported that licenses for the Ganado post's operation were granted from November 22, 1887 to October 4, 1900"°
Cotton began investing in wool and storing it at Ganado. Marketing the wool became difficult as a result of the poor transportation
to the railroad at Manuelito. This was to be a reason for Cotton's
moving. Cotton supplied Navajo silversmiths with silver. He sometimes used silver bullion and other times Mexican dollars. The latter were harder than pure silver and cost ten cents less an ounce. 11
The last of the Navajo War Chiefs, Manuelito, was a friend of
Cotton's at Ganado. Manuelito, born in 1821, signed for the
twelve Navajo chiefs a treaty with General Sherman in 1868. He
died in 1894, and Cotton. was sO impressed by Manuelito that he

.. .
~
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hired sculptor and architect Herman McNeil to do a figure of the
Indian chief. The statue is in a glass case in the brick facade of
Cotton's former warehouse in Gallup. 12
While partners, Cotton and Hubbell wanted to open up a trading post at Chinle near Canyon de Chelly, so they applied for a
license January 26, 1885. 13 Months passed, and they did not
receive the necessary documents to operate at this outpost. Hubbell wrote to Arizona Congressman C. C. Beam for assistance, and
Cotton went to Washington to appeal to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs and to a number of senators and representatives. 14
The license finally was issued sometime in 1886. But, as Frank
McNitt says in The Indian Traders, the trade was much too slow,
and Cotton and Hubbell did not renew the license. IS
In 1888 Cotton was looking around for land for a new venture.
On August 29, 1888, he wrote to the Atlantic & Pacific Railroad
to inquire about leasing land beside the railroad in Gallup. By
February 1889, Cotton was receiving shipments at his adobe
warehouse north of the railroad tracks on Third Street. The building measured 25 feet by 60 feet. It still stands, with a brick outer
layer on the front of the building. The same year, the Cottons
began building a house at Fifth and Coal Avenue. 16
McNitt calls Cotton's timing in establishing the C. N. Cotton
Company in Gallup "propitious" because Gallup supplied Indian
trade in a hundred-mile radius. Cotton's was the first large-scale
wholesale business in town. 17
Although Hubbell was not involved in the Gallup venture, he
and Cotton formally ended their partnership after ten years in
1894. Hubbell remained a close friend of Cotton the rest of his
life. IS
For years Cotton promoted Navajo blankets for use as rugs in
the eastern United States. He arranged for the publishing of a rug
catalog for mass distribution. The income from rugs served as part
of the C. N. Cotton Company receipts. Other sources of income
were government and railroad contracts. In 1905, the company
received $156,261 in government contracts to supply the Navajo,
Zuni, and Hopi reservations with feed, oats, and salt. The next
year a contract totaling $207,900 was obtained to supply the Indian schools of Albuquerque and Santa Fe with commodities. 19
Cotton also furnished labor and supplies for the Santa Fe Railroad
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in its renovation of the former Atlantic & Pacific Railroad line to
California. 20
This successful Indian trader was involved in many activities in
Gallup and the surrounding area. About 1911 he bought Round
Rock Trading Post, and in 1914 was reported to be controlling a
post at Zuni,21 Cotton was elected president of the board of directors of the Republican Printing Company in 1913. He also served
as vice-president of Old Trails Association. Cotton had an important role in securing the passage of the new transcontinental highway through Gallup.22 Cotton was elected mayor of Gallup for
one term during World War I. At the time, the city was notorious
for bootlegging liquor to the Indians. A grand jury, with C. N.
.Cotton as foreman, ruled on a group of people accused of illegally
selling liquor to Navajos. They asked that "a special deputy
United States Marshall be located at Gallup. "23
In 1915 work began to enlarge the Cotton warehouse-wholesale
business building in Gallup. The Gallup Independent called it
"one of the largest business houses in the Southwest." 24
Cotton was also involved in banking. He was the president of
the McKinley County Bank for sixteen years. He opened the Merchant's Bank in 1916 in the front of his wholesale business building.
In 1930 a new era in Cotton's life began. He retired from the
presidency of the Merchant's Bank. He sold his business to the
firm of Gross-Kelly. The C. N. Cotton Company was disincorporated in April 1932. After a long and distinguished life, Clinton
Neal Cotton died on September 20, 1936. His estate totaled
$71,376.81. 25 A local longtime trader who used to work for
Mr. Cotton said that Cotton's most memorable quality was his
charity toward anyone needing food or shelter. Cotton did not
discriminate in his kindness; he helped many reservation traders,
nuns who ran a school near his house, and the very poor.
The legacy of C. N. Cotton continues visibly in Gallup in the
Cotton house, located at 406 West Aztec Avenue. The house, built
in 1889, is on the New Mexico Register of Cultural Properties and
has been recommended for nomination to the National Register of
Historic Places. 26 President Theodore Roosevelt stayed at the Cotton House in 1912 while campaigning for re-election. September
1, 1977 the Diocese of Gallup, the owner of the house since 1941,
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sold the house to Gallup area business men for an undisclosed
amount. 27
C. N. Cotton had an important role in the settling of this part of
the Southwest with his many business enterprises and his civic involvements. The city of Gallup indeed was fortunate to have such
a man as he.
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